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Staccato Announces Industry’s First Mini Card Combining Bluetooth® and Certified 
Wireless USB Technologies on a Single Card, Completing Phase One of Bluetooth / 

Certified Wireless USB Roadmap 

 
Proving coexistence and compatibility in small form-factor, Staccato’s SC3224R design enables 
Bluetooth and Certified Wireless USB Technologies to work simultaneously on a single Mini 

Card 
 

SAN DIEGO, Sept. 26, 2006 – Staccato Communications, an Ultra Wideband (UWB) wireless 

technology pioneer and Certified Wireless USB leader, today announced the delivery of the 

SC3224R combo Bluetooth® Mini Card reference design kit. The SC3224R is the industry’s first 

solution that combines both Bluetooth technology and Certified Wireless USB onto a single PCI 

Express Mini Card form factor design to provide a fully integrated wireless PAN solution for 

notebook PC and wireless desktop applications. Marking the first-phase completion of 

Staccato’s Bluetooth Convergence Roadmap, previously announced in March 2006, the 

SC3224R design is proof that Bluetooth and Certified Wireless USB can simultaneously function 

in close proximity on a single Mini Card design, simplifying integration in notebook PCs by 

sharing the same antenna and Mini Card interface.  

 

By combining both Wireless PAN technologies onto a single Mini Card, OEMs are only required 

to use a single Mini Card slot on a notebook PC, leaving the other slots available for other 

radios for WLAN and WWAN. The initial version of the SC3224R reference design kit will 

support current-generation Bluetooth and Certified Wireless USB for dual-mode Wireless PAN 

applications. Future generations of the reference design, when allowed by the Bluetooth 3.0 

specification, will support tri-mode functionality by adding Bluetooth 3.0 capabilities. Staccato’s 

multi-protocol MAC architecture and Protocol Independent Kernel (PIK) uniquely enable the 

simultaneous support of multiple protocols on a single chip.  

 

“Until this reference design, Certified Wireless USB was only available on a dedicated Mini Card, 

requiring OEMs to devote a Mini Card slot for this feature or add it as an external dongle,” said 

Ray Lin senior product marketing manager, Cameo Communications, Inc. “With Staccato’s 

design, notebook PCs can now add Certified Wireless USB without the need for an additional 

slot or antenna placement.” 
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“Phase one of our convergence roadmap is complete. This reference design coupled with our 

complete coexistence studies prove that the two radios can work in close proximity with no 

harmful interference in either direction,” said Roberto Aiello, co-founder and Chief Technical 

Officer for Staccato Communications.  “With only one Mini Card slot available for Wireless PAN 

technology customers need a small-form-factor solution combines both Bluetooth and Certified 

Wireless USB. Staccato is uniquely able to solve this problem because of Ripcord’s highly 

integrated, single-chip, all-CMOS design, achieving an extremely small form-factor. Our 

Ripcord™ device family is the only single-chip, all-CMOS solution on the market today, which 

affords OEMs low-cost and low-power benefits for their designs.” 

 

The SC3224R design enables the use of a single antenna shared simultaneously by both radios 

through a diplexer without any significant degradation in performance to either radio. Antenna 

placement is an increasing problem in notebook PCs because of the increasing number of 

radios that are included. Sharing a single antenna and a single Mini Card slot this reference 

design eliminates the need for additional antennas or Mini Card slots to the system.  

 

About Staccato Communications’ Products 

Based on the WiMedia Alliance’s UWB common radio platform and the Certified Wireless USB 

specification from the USB Implementers Forum (USB-IF), Ripcord is a single-chip, all-CMOS 

solution implemented in a complete, fully integrated System-In-Package (SiP) using leading 

110nm digital CMOS process technology. Ripcord’s high-level of integration minimizes design 

risk, lowers system cost and accelerates customers’ time-to-market by consolidating all 

hardware and software components necessary to implement a solution based on 480 Mbps 

Certified Wireless USB. 

 

About Staccato Communications 

Headquartered in San Diego, Calif., Staccato Communications is an Ultra Wideband (UWB) 

technology pioneer with applications expertise in Certified Wireless USB, Bluetooth and Internet 

Protocol (IP) connectivity. The fabless semiconductor company serves the personal computing, 

consumer electronics and mobile phone industries with small form factor, single-chip, all-CMOS 

wireless solutions. Staccato’s WiMedia-based offerings include PHY, MAC, drivers, application 

software, development kits and reference designs. The Team Staccato Partner Program 
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enables total solutions through alliances with industry leaders throughout the value chain. For 

more information, please visit www.staccatocommunications.com. 

 
Ripcord is a trademark of Staccato Communications. All other trademarks are the property of their 
respective owners. 
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