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USB-IF ENHANCES BATTERY CHARGING CAPABILITIES WITH NEW SPEC 

 

 

INTEL DEVELOPER FORUM, Beijing – April 17, 2007 — The USB Implementers Forum (USB-

IF) today announced the availability of the Battery Charging Revision 1.0 specification. 

Consumers currently use USB to charge batteries on their peripheral devices.  With the 

announcement of the new Battery Charging specification, the USB-IF Battery Charging 

Workgroup has defined a standard way for portable devices to draw current from wall chargers 

or PCs.  In addition, the Battery Charging specification allows PCs and hubs to provide increased 

levels of current, in order to shorten the charging time of connected portable devices.  

 

“The USB-IF has responded to the growing trend among mobile devices to utilize USB for 

charging capabilities,” said Jeff Ravencraft, USB-IF president.  “The Battery Charging 

specification allows multiple types of portable devices to charge from USB ports or from a 

standards charger, thus eliminating the need to carry multiple chargers for different kinds of 

devices.” 

  

One of the issues addressed with the Battery Charging specification is defining a mechanism for 

portable devices to detect whether they are attached to a wall charger, high current host or hub, 

or to a regular host or hub.  When connected to a wall charger or high current host or hub, 

portable devices are allowed to immediately draw currents in excess of 500mA.  When 

connected to a PC or hub, portable devices are required to limit their current to 2.5mA, 100mA 

or 500mA, as required by the USB 2.0 specification. 



 

The Battery Charging Workgroup has also defined a Dead Battery Provision in the new 

specification, which allows portable devices with dead batteries to draw 100 milliamp (mA) 

minutes or hours before connecting.  This permits portable devices with dead batteries to be able 

to charge from a host, even if they are not able to power up. 

  

About USB-IF 

The non-profit USB Implementers Forum, Inc. was formed to provide a support organization and 

forum for the advancement and adoption of USB technology. The USB-IF facilitates the 

development of high-quality compatible USB devices, through its logo and compliance program 

and promotes the benefits of USB and the quality of products that have passed compliance 

testing.  Further information, including postings of the most recent product and technology 

announcements, is available by visiting the USB-IF Web site at www.usb.org.  
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